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March 16, 2024 
 

Dear Pennsbury School Community,  

It is with great sorrow that I inform you of the tragic loss of an 8th-grade student from Charles Boehm 
Middle School that occurred in connection with the events of today. We extend our deepest 
condolences to the family for their loss. 

When the death of a student occurs, it is particularly difficult and presents us with many questions that 
we may not be able to answer right away.   In addition, many members of our community may be 
impacted (either directly or indirectly) by this loss.  The following supports are available to our school 
community during this difficult time: 

• Counselors will be available on Sunday from 11 am - 1pm at Charles Boehm Middle 
School to provide support to any students, families, and staff members.   

• Counselors will also be available for students and staff when they return on Monday. 

• Because this event has impacted our entire community, all of our administrators and school 
counselors are available to provide support to students who may need it.  

If you feel that your child is having difficulty coping with this event, please reach out to your building 
principal for assistance.  We will work to support students during the days and weeks ahead.  

Please keep in mind that any traumatic event can trigger an emotional reaction, even to an unrelated 
event (family illness, prior losses, etc.).  Please review the below links for suggestions on how to 
comfort someone after an unexpected loss and common characteristics of children who may be having 
difficulty coping (see links below).    

We appreciate your continued support and understanding, particularly during these difficult times. In 
times of grief, our community can find strength in unity.  

 Sincerely, 

Thomas A. Smith, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
tsmith@pennsburysd.org 
215-428-4111 
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Trauma and Grief Resources 

Helping Children Dealing with Grief 

How to Help a Grieving Teen 

Books for Children Dealing with Loss or Trauma 

Addressing Grief 

Good Grief Resource Site 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MISSION 

Recognizing our proud traditions and diverse community, the Pennsbury School District prepares all students 

to become creative, ethical, and critical thinkers for lifelong success in a global society. 

https://childmind.org/article/helping-children-deal-grief/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/kdBRXxYFtQna7CvvXTvB0Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRbr4u0P0EIAOzlWhjcODFXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgADNFjOWRE1CsdSHmJyZW5kYV9zZXdlbGxAcHJpbmNldG9uazEyLm9yZwlRBAAAAABEQWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZG91Z3kub3JnL2dyaWVmLXJlc291cmNlcy9ob3ctdG8taGVscC1hLWdyaWV2aW5nLXRlZW4vR6l7ImpvYmlkIjoiNDUyOCIsInVzZXJpZCI6IjUxIiwiY3VzdG9tZXJpZCI6IjMzOTgiLCJlbnYiOiJwcm9kIiwicGVyc29uaWQiOiI2NTY1MyIsImVtYWlsU291cmNlIjoiQ1VTVE9NRVJfSk9CIiwic2VudFRpbWVNcyI6IjE1MDY2OTUxODI5OTgiLCJzaGFyZGlkIjoiNCIsInNlcXVlbmNlIjoiMCJ9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wfIZ25-AOtDx4tzQrei-tq9czFR5IhAg/view?usp=sharing
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/PJl8xdHsFUIrqaFDO7UF8Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRbr4u0P0EIAOzlWhjcODFXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgADNFjOWRE1CsdSHmJyZW5kYV9zZXdlbGxAcHJpbmNldG9uazEyLm9yZwlRBAAAAABEaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubmFzcG9ubGluZS5vcmcvcmVzb3VyY2VzLWFuZC1wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvcmVzb3VyY2VzL3NjaG9vbC1zYWZldHktYW5kLWNyaXNpcy9hZGRyZXNzaW5nLWdyaWVmR6l7InNlbnRUaW1lTXMiOiIxNTA2Njk1MTgyOTk4IiwicGVyc29uaWQiOiI2NTY1MyIsInNlcXVlbmNlIjoiMCIsInNoYXJkaWQiOiI0IiwiZW1haWxTb3VyY2UiOiJDVVNUT01FUl9KT0IiLCJlbnYiOiJwcm9kIiwiam9iaWQiOiI0NTI4IiwidXNlcmlkIjoiNTEiLCJjdXN0b21lcmlkIjoiMzM5OCJ9
http://www.good-grief.org/resources/

